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THE VILLAGE HALL
DUNSTAN ROAD, OLD HEADINGTON
www.oldheadingtonvillagehall.co.uk
Excellent facilities for
Hall Charges
Receptions, Parties, Meetings,
One-off events £20.00 per hour
Dances, Gatherings, Functions.
Regular hire
£16.00 per hour
Kitchen, car parking
Reduced charges for regular and long-term bookings
To book or for enquiries contact oldheadingtonvillagehall@gmail.com

July Calendar
1F
2S

From the Registers
none
11.00am

Fr lLuke's First Mass

3 Sun TRINITY 3
BCP

4M
5T
6W
7 Th
8F
9S

8.00am
Parish Eucharist
10.00am
Eucharist
9.30am
Knit & Natter at Tea on Monday
3pm
none
Eucharist
BCP 10.00am
Little Fishes play group
9.30am
Eucharist
7.30pm
none
none

10 Sun TRINITY 4
BCP
11 M
12 T
13 W
14 Th

15 F
16 S

Parish Eucharist
Benedict of Nursia
Eucharist

8.00am
10.00am

9.30am
none
BCP 10.00am

Eucharist
John Keble
Little Fishes play group
Eucharist
Swithun, Bishop of Winchester

9.30am
7.30pm
none
none

17 Sun TRINITY 5

18 M
19 T
20 W
21 Th
22 F

BCP 8.00am
Parish Eucharist
10.00am
Eucharist
9.30am
Knit & Natter at Tea on Monday
3pm
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa
none
Eucharist
BCP 10.00am
Little Fishes play group
9.30am
Eucharist
7.30pm
Mary Magdalene
none

24 Sun TRINITY 6
BCP
25 M
26
27
28
29
30

T
W
Th
F
S

Parish Eucharist
James the Apostle
Eucharist
Anne and Joachim
Eucharist
Eucharist
Mary, Martha and Lazarus,
William Wilberforce

8.00am
10.00am

9.30am
none
BCP 10.00am
7.30pm
none
none

Weddings
4th June

Sophia Douglas & Jamie Armson

Baptism
26th June

Mylah Mae Glenn

Funerals
6th June
8th June
14th June
15th June
21st June

Trudy Chadwick
John Loveridge
Jane Bale
Sr Benedicta of Jesus, SLG
Vivienne Forward

Interment of Ashes
10th June
Lynnette Kent-Davis
26th June
John Gledhill
28th June
Geoffrey Richardson

July Readings
3rd July
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 3
Isaiah 66.10-14
66.1-8
Galatians 5.1, 13-25
Luke 10.1-11, 16-20

10th July
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 4
Deuteronomy 30.9–14
25.1-10
Colossians 1.1–14
Luke 10.25-37

17th July
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 5
Genesis 18.1-10
15
Colossians 1.15–28
Luke 10.38-end

24th July
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 6
Genesis 18.20–32
138
Colossians 2.6–19
Luke 11.1-13

31st July
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 7
Eccles. 1.2, 12–14; 2.18–23
49.1-9
Colossians 3.1–11
Luke 12.13-21

31 Sun TRINITY 7
BCP
Parish Eucharist

8.00am
10.00am

Front cover – the new priests with
Bishop Steven

JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH

Emmaus Oxford has continued to adapt to the
uncertainty and rapid change we all experienced
over the last year. We continue to focus on our core
aim of helping people out of homelessness and we
are refining how we achieve that. Thanks to our
generous supporters we were able to buy a new
property in early 2022 and we now aim to renovate
it to provide another 4-5 rooms for homeless
people. We also want to expand our training
programme for companions over the coming year.
Our social enterprise continues to provide both
income for our charitable work and opportunities for
our companions. In response to the pandemic we
have developed our online store and customers can
now support Emmaus Oxford when they shop on
eBay or DePop. In December 2020 we received
very generous funding from the Masonic Charitable
Trust, to start a new project in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We were aware that a lot of
the former rough sleepers who were temporarily
staying in hotels in 2020 were being offered
housing, and that some people were turning it down
because they didn't own any furniture. Through this
project we could offer help to furnish entire
properties, making them real homes for people. We
reached 119 vulnerable people through this project,
including refugees and asylum seekers.
We wouldn’t be able to keep reaching homeless
people without supporters like St Andrew’s Church.
Thank you to everyone in the congregation for
everything you do to help our homeless
companions.
Our year in numbers:
Since September 2021 41 formerly homeless
people have lived and worked with us as
companions. Of those people
•
3 have started NVQs
•
12 have started education, training,
volunteering or work outside Emmaus Oxford
•
10 have moved out into their own homes
•
35 how many have increased their skills and
confidence in maintaining a tenancy.

Former companion Darren says:
“For 12 years I was in and out of homelessness; it
was all I knew. Coming to Emmaus Oxford was one
of the best moves I’ve ever made and now I’ve
come to what I like to call the end of my
homelessness journey, living in my own flat with a
plan to become a support worker. I lived at Emmaus
Oxford for nearly three years, and it was amazing
for me. When I first arrived, I knew I needed to set
a plan to get myself back on track and the stability
and support Emmaus provided helped with this. I
was able to sort out my mental health, have
counselling, build up my work record and get my
own flat. Without Emmaus, I don’t think I’d be where
I am now.”
Jacky Cole
St Andrew’s Emmaus Champion

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th September 2022

This is a last call for any interest in the 2022
pilgrimage to Walsingham.
We gather for the 9.30am mass on Monday 12th
September. Then after some refreshments to equip
us for the journey (and Fr Darren’s driving!) we will
depart by 11am.
Please speak to Malcolm Nichols if you are
interested.

Please recycle your copy of the Norman Arch.
Maybe pass it on to someone else!

Thank you to everyone who helped and who
baked – the cakes were amazing!!

And there was music!

Bellringing
For the Platinum Jubilee the ringers rang
Plain Hunt on Seven and 25 minutes of
continuous Call Changes, including Queens
and Kings.

The Platinum Band!
New recruits are sought for the tower!
If you are interested please contact Clare
Fairbairn on 01865 515816

The views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the Editor.
No responsibility can be taken for advertising
statements published
There was a plant stall

Fr Luke’s Ordination to the
Priesthood
A church full of supporters gather on Sunday 26th
June at 3pm in St Mary Mag’s in the city centre for
the ordination of priests. This was the Oxford
Archdeaconry service and so Bishop Steven
presided.

The College of Priests lays hands with the Bishop

Declarations are made and oaths are sworn

Spot the difference!!

Fr Luke’s reads the Epistle

This year’s new priests in the Oxford
Archdeaconry
The new priests are Esther Brazil (St Mary
Magdalene’s), Matthew Salisbury (St Barnabas’),
Joanna Tarassenko (St Clement’s) and, of course,
our own Fr Luke.

Still a deacon!

CHURCH GARDEN

‘A feather will drift but hard as is,
You cannot catch a migrating swift’
by Natalie Jane Bayfield
This month I thought you may be interested in the
Swift, the bird we ofte associate with our short
British summer. They are only here for a few
months and then return the 3,400 miles back to
Africa. Swifts are the fastest birds in level flight, and
have a top speed of almost 70 miles per hour. They
rarely land and even sleep on the wing. They nest
in the roofs of houses and churches, entering
through small gaps. Old buildings provide nesting
sites, but new buildings and renovated roofs have
no such spaces, and so swifts are endangered.
They pair for life and return to the same nest site
each year. The best time to see them is on a warm
summer evening, so swift watching is a good
excuse to sit and appear to do nothing!
What a busy time we have had in the Church
Garden! Yesterday was ‘The Friends of Old
Headington Open Gardens Day’. A huge ‘Thank
you’ to those who came on Saturday to tidy the
garden. June is one of the fastest growing months
and much dead heading and weeding was needed.
Many people visited and enjoyed a wander around
our beautiful, peaceful Church garden space –
however the quiet was frequently disturbed by all
the extra visitors to the Tower trying their hands at
bell-ringing! The garden was much enjoyed and I
had several enquiries about the ‘skull gravestone’
These 2 stones mark the grave of John Young, ‘who
to the King did belong, he lived to be old and yet
died Young’ (someone had a sense of humour, and
I wonder if this epitaph was approved by the Vicar?)
and dated 1688.
No-mow May has given us the unexpected delight
of 4 bright magenta-pink pyramidal orchids. I have
never seen them before and they are a delight.
They tend to like chalky soil, but can only grow in
association with a particular soil fungus which
protects the roots. The Council have carefully
mowed around them. We also have some self
sown patches of tall white daisies which will provide
for our pollinators and look lovely.

The Medlar tree is setting its fruit. Did anyone make
any Medlar Jelly? I am still unclear as to exactly
how soft and ripe they should be, I think mine were
over done! I’ll try again this year. We also have a
Mulberry Tree. James 1 wanted to establish a silk
industry in England and so imported many Mulberry
trees. There are 2 kinds of Mulberry, white and
black berried. Our berries are pale at the moment
but I shall watch and see what colour they are when
ripe. Silk worms eat only the leaves of the Mulberry
tree and prefer the white variety which produces
finer silk. James imported the black Mulberry which
may explain why the new Silk industry failed.
There have been some plant problems recently.
The box balls have been removed due to box blight.
The laurel bush by the west path is looking very
unwell, and the box tree adjacent seems to be
developing blight. Its always difficult to know when
a plant has come to the end of its life and needs
removal. At the very least, a gap is created, and it
could be years before a new plant will fill the space.
It is easy to be tempted to plant something fast
growing, but then it could become a struggle to
prevent it from out-growing its allotted space. A new
plant also may have to survive the competition of
much larger existing plants. A great deal of thought
and care will be needed to make the ‘right plant,
right place’ choice when the time comes.
You may remember that a while ago I mentioned
the technique of growing rose cuttings in potatoes.
I had quite good success, and as the parent bushes
were from unknown established plants, they have
been named ‘St Andrews rose’ and ‘Mother Jenn
rose’ (as the cuttings came from the remarkable
pink rose in her garden). They were sold to raise
money for a new bench. I was delighted to hear that
a ‘St Andrews rose’ was bought by a couple who
wanted something special to mark their 30th
wedding anniversary which took place at St
Andrews. Please speak to me if you would like a
rose as I hope to have some more fairly soon.
Happy gardening, and I hope you enjoy the rest of
the summer.
Jane Shepherd
jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com

In the summer our minds often turn to holidays. I
have written before about AFIA – the Mothers’
Union scheme (Away From It All) which offers
holidays to those for whom a holiday is but a dream.

Do you know a family or individual who has not had
a holiday for at least 5 years? Do you think they
would benefit from some time away from home?
We usually send families to Butlins or Haven
Holidays. Individuals might go on a coach tour or to
a suitable guest house. Application forms for these
holidays
are
on
our
website
(https://www.muoxford.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2016/01/AFIA-Applicationform.pdf)
We do ask for a referee for a holiday, this can be a
Doctor, Health Visitor, clergy, teacher or a Mothers’
Union member. Please think about those in your
community for whom this might be a refreshing
break away from their everyday life.
For some, the idea of going away from home is not
appropriate – and for these people, a day out might
be more suitable – maybe enjoying an afternoon
tea somewhere, a trip to the theatre or football
match or even a spa day. If this is something that
you know someone would benefit from, then please
call our MU Office on 01865 787587 on a
Wednesday (or leave a message at other times).
Advice about applications for longer holidays can
also be sought on that number – and application
forms can be sent out if you don’t have internet
access.
If you are fortunate enough to go on holiday this
year please can I ask you to think about supporting
the families of those children who are in the JR? I
make up toiletry bags which go into each room at
Ronald McDonald House (just off Car Park 2a) and
are also available to those parents who are given a
Day Pass – who don’t have a room in the House,
but can use the facilities. I collect the mini toiletries
that you are given in hotels – soap, shampoo,
conditioner, body wash and body lotion. If you have
any unopened toiletries at the end of your holiday,

then do think about donating them to these parents.
I also include a small comb, a pack of tissues, a
toothbrush and small (20ml) toothpaste in the bags.
Many children are admitted to hospital as an
emergency and few parents are prepared with
these basic necessities when they make the mad
dash to A & E. Similarly, when a child has a planned
admission to hospital, parents are often so busy
thinking about the needs of their child that they
forget about themselves. Please contact me to
arrange delivery/collection.
Our next Bible Studies in St Andrew’s Church
will be on:
Tuesday 19th July @ 10.30 am
Tuesday 16th August @ 2.30 pm
Tuesday 20th September @ 10.30 am
Do join us if you can, we would be delighted to
welcome you with a drink and some cake.
Alison Bennett
01869 343760

Priests are…..
called to be servants and shepherds among the
people to whom they are sent. With their Bishop
and fellow ministers, they are to proclaim the word
of the Lord and to watch for the signs of God’s new
creation. They are to be messengers, watchmen
and stewards of the Lord; they are to teach and to
admonish, to feed and provide for his family, to
search for his children in the wilderness of this
world’s temptations, and to guide them through its
confusions, that they may be saved through Christ
for ever. Formed by the word, they are to call their
hearers to repentance and to declare in Christ’s
name the absolution and forgiveness of their sins.
With all God’s people, they are to tell the story of
God’s love. They are to baptize new disciples in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, and to walk with them in the way of Christ,
nurturing them in the faith. They are to unfold the
Scriptures, to preach the word in season and out of
season, and to declare the mighty acts of God.
They are to preside at the Lord’s table and lead his
people in worship, offering with them a spiritual
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. They are to
bless the people in God’s name. They are to resist
evil, support the weak, defend the poor, and
intercede for all in need. They are to minister to the
sick and prepare the dying for their death. Guided
by the Spirit, they are to discern and foster the gifts
of all God’s people, that the whole Church may be
built up in unity and faith.
From the Ordination of Priests
Common Worship

Tea on
Monday

Dear St Andrew's Church,
Thank you for your extremely generous donation
of £2,536.09 to support the work of Asylum
Welcome.
Your support enables us to continue providing a
welcoming and safe environment for refugees,
asylum seekers and vulnerable migrants, who face
so many challenges.
COVID-19 is having a profound impact on our
clients, and we are seeing more demand for our
services and more complex cases. Meanwhile, we
are continuing to run our intensive support
programme for new arrivals from Afghanistan.
We are also now supporting people directly
affected by the crisis in Ukraine. The situation is
devastating, and we will do all that we can to
support those affected. We continue to update our
website as things develop: www.asylumwelcome.org

& Knit and
Natter
We are meeting throughout the summer and dates
are 4th, 18th July and 1st, 15th August. We are
a community group for all levels of knitters and
crocheters, but all crafts are welcome, or just come
along for a chat over tea and cake in a friendly and
relaxed atmosphere.
We continue to support local organisations and in
June Alison Bennett delivered a batch of lovely
blankets in a variety of sizes to Fewcott House
Nursing Home in Bicester and I took our first batch
of twiddle items over to the John Radcliffe Hospital.
Both were gratefully received.

Throughout the pandemic, we have been able to
provide continued support to our many clients and
to bolster and develop services in response to
need. These services include resettlement
support, a schools advocacy programme,
enhanced legal immigration advice, and a digital
inclusion project.
Your support makes a vast difference to our work.
As one young client recently told us, “Thanks is
still not enough for all of you. I have said thanks to
God for you and other people from there for giving
me all your help. I will never forget your help”.
With our deepest thanks and hoping that you and
your loved ones are well, safe, and healthy.
All at Asylum Welcome

We are still collecting twiddle muffs; and squares
(double knit) for blankets. There is plenty of wool in
the box in church if anyone would like to join in with
our projects from home. Please leave any finished
items with your name so that we can say ‘thank
you’.
We are always looking out for local groups which
would benefit from any knitted items and would
welcome any suggestions.
We look forward to our next meeting on the 4th July
at 3.00 pm.
Helen and Natacha

August Calendar
1M
2
3
4
5
6

T
W
Th
F
S

Eucharist
Knit & Natter at Tea on Monday
Eucharist
Eucharist
Oswald, King of Northumbria
THE TRANSFIGURATION

August Readings

9.30am
3pm
none
BCP 10.00am
7.30pm
none
none

7 Sun TRINITY 8
BCP
8M
9T
10 W
11 Th
12 F
13 S

Parish Eucharist
Dominic
Eucharist
Mary Sumner
Laurence, Deacon at Rome
Eucharist
Clare of Assisi
Eucharist

8.00am
10.00am
9.30am
none

BCP 10.00am
7.30pm
none
none

Jeremy Taylor

14 Sun TRINITY 9
BCP
15 M

16
17
18
19
20

T
W
Th
F
S

Parish Eucharist
The Blessed Virgin Mary
Eucharist
Knit & Natter at Tea on Monday
Eucharist
Eucharist
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux

7th August
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 8
Genesis 15.1-6
33.12-21
Hebrews 11.1–3, 8–16
Luke 12.32-40

14th August
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 9
Jeremiah 23.23–29
82
Hebrews 11.29 – 12.2
Luke 12.49-56

21st August
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 10
Isaiah 58.9-14
103.1-8
Hebrews 12.18-end
Luke 13.10-17

28th August
Old Testament
Psalm
New Testament
Gospel

Trinity 11
Ecclesiasticus 10: 12-18
112
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16
Luke 14.1, 7-14

8.00am
10.00am

9.30am
3pm
none
BCP 10.00am
7.30pm
none
none

NOTICEBOARD

21 Sun TRINITY 10
BCP
22 M
23 T
24 W
25 Th
26 F
27 S

Parish Eucharist
Eucharist
Bartholomew the Apostle
Eucharist
Eucharist
Monica, mother of Augustine

8.00am
10.00am
9.30am
none

BCP 10.00am
7.30pm
none
none

28 Sun TRINITY 11

29 M
30 T
31 W

BCP 8.00am
Parish Eucharist
10.00am
The Beheading of John the Baptist
Eucharist
9.30am
John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer
none
Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne
Eucharist
BCP 10.00am

U3A (University of the Third Age) Headington
Branch meets on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the
month from 2-4pm in the main hall of Headington
Community Centre in Gladstone Road.
5th July – Scandal in High Society Oxfordshire! –
Julia Ann Goodson
19th July – Summer Social
No August meetings

AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH

Two British friends helped us with the distribution of
new uniforms and school shoes for all the children.

The Friends of Della and Don is a UK
Registered Charity Number 1129751
This is the 11th year that Friends of Della and Don
has the honour of being Mission of the Month of
August at St Andrew’s Church. If this is your first
time to read about us, Don and I live in St. Clements
and formed the charity after a trip to Sri Lanka in
December 2004. I was prevented from drowning in
the devastating Asian Tsunami by a fisherman
named Colin. On our return to Oxford, we wanted
to help the people in his fishing village and buy a
boat. Now over 17 years later the village is our
family. We have seen many changes.
We have not been able to visit Sri Lanka since the
end of February 2020. There have been nationwide
curfews for much of the last two years.
There is a severe economic crisis in Sri Lanka. The
Government has no foreign reserves and as a
result there are few imports. This means there are
few drugs available – not even basic pain killers and
certainly no drugs to treat severe illness. There are
frequent power cuts, and every social class is
severely impacted. Despite all the unwelcome
news, we have experienced smiles and positivity.
We are told that the current pressures and the mass
peaceful demonstrations have resulted in a unity of
the Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, and Muslim
communities that has never been seen before.

The schools opened and closed and opened and
closed again. In all the children will have lost a year
of education. There was no online teaching for the
non-private schools, though some had lessons by
telephone.
Our own schoolroom re-opened in May 2022
having only been open for a few weeks in 2021.

The need for FODAD support in the village has not
diminished, and we have managed to do the
following:
Education

Chamika whom we have known since she was a
tiny child got her A levels. Her life ambition is to be
a police officer and we are funding her through
university. This is what she wrote (sic):
Hello 😇
I'm Chamika from Sri Lanka. One of those who
had the opportunity to get your valuable help. How
are you all doing. I hope you are all well and safe.
I sat for A/L examination in October last year. The
results were little late due to the epidemic.

However I passed the exam well. I have 2 A
passes and 1 B pass. Although I went to accounts
class with your help, still I have B pass for it. But
I’m very happy with that, because I was very week
in accounts subject. Somehow I was able to pass
the subject as well.I think I qualify for university
too.If I get selected for university I hope to go.
I always have something to say, in fact you are
behind all my success, I will never forget the help
you did. A lot of people helped me get into this
situation and you are special. Really thank you so
much for all the help you have given me. For all
that you do, you have to live a healthy and happy
life everyday. Finally thank you so much, may God
bless you and stay safe

Chamika receiving her funding for university
Natasha, who was born in the village after the
tsunami, has passed her O levels and we are
funding her further education.
Kishmi, Udaya’s daughter has taken her A levels
and we wait patiently for her results.
Smith whom we have supported since 2005 and
who has a tragic family background became a
teacher this year. He is in his probationary year and
earning a little money of his own. Through his own
grit and determination, Smith has realised his
dream to become a teacher. We could not be more
proud.

Smith teaching his class

Distribution of dry food rations
This has been needed even more so this year. In
the past calendar year, we have sent over £14,000
in relief money for dry food rations to the village.

Annual Christmas party for the children
Udaya, the fisherman who is FODAD in Sri Lanka –
we have no staff/no overheads – arranged a
wonderful Christmas party for 43 children on the
beach and we put money in the savings accounts
we had opened for them.

Please look at our website
www.friendsofdellaanddon.com
for our list of our projects,
or Facebook for recent posts
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofDellaandDon/
posts/4944409232275924
If you would like to join our mailing list for our twice
a year blog, please email me dellasar@aol.com
On behalf of our villagers thank you so much for
your support – without you we would find it
impossible to continue.
Della Sar

Notes from the Organ Bench

In ‘quires and places’ where they sing, August is
often considered to be a quieter month. Most
cathedral and chapel choirs are on holiday and,
where services are sung, they are often sung by
voluntary choirs or visiting choirs.
Support local livelihoods
The fishing boat we originally donated was no
longer seaworthy and so in the spring of this year
we bought a new boat and a new engine. Sadly, at
the time of writing there is no oil for the engine, but
we hope that in time things will change and it will
help bring self-sufficiency to the village.

It was not always like this. In my formative years at
Canterbury, we had both boarders and day pupils
at the choir school and, in the school holidays, the
cathedral services were sung either by a choir of
boarders or a choir of day boys. There was fierce
rivalry between the two groups as to who produced
the better sound.
At Christmas and Easter, following the Festival
which was always sung by the full choir, The
Sixteen, the boarders would stay on for a week.
Then the day boys would sing for a fortnight before
the boarders returned a week early before the start
of the next term. In the summer, when the school
holiday was eight weeks, the boarders stayed on for
a fortnight after the end of term and returned a
fortnight before the start of the Michaelmas Term
while the day boys sang for the month in the middle.
This all played havoc with family holidays. I well
remember that our family Christmas could never
start until after we had celebrated the Feast of St
Thomas Becket in the cathedral for, only after that
Festal Evensong, were we allowed home.

My family life was further complicated because my
brother, although a boarder at school, had, from the
very start, been a member of day boy choir
(because we were deemed to live close enough for
him to bolster the numbers in that choir). I, on the
other hand, was a member of boarder choir. So in
the holidays, either my brother or I was on duty and
there was no time when we were both on holiday
together! And remember that rivalry between to the
two choirs that I mentioned earlier? That never
developed into sibling rivalry, did it!
None of us gave a thought to the fact that when the
boarders were singing, the school staff had to be on
duty and the cathedral organist was lucky to get
holiday at all. There we no organ scholars to boost
numbers in those days, just an organist and a
deputy. Is it any wonder that choirs were not
conducted back then as they are today?
So how is this trip down memory lane relevant to
the musical life at St Andrew’s? Last month, in my
notes, I mentioned that from the middle of August,
we will begin a major drive to attract more singers
to our choir. So August will not be a quiet month, it
will be an extremely busy month and, as this is not
a task that can be undertaken successfully by one
person, it will need a team effort.
How can you help? Currently, we have 4 sopranos,
3 altos, 3 tenors and 3 basses which is fine when
everybody can be present. However, when holiday
and other absences intervene, there is a fragility
which immediately becomes evident. We have no
back up. Indeed, the same is true for the organist:
we have no back up.
So, we need more singers and it would be lovely to
have some help on the organ bench too. Would you
be willing to join us and help lighten the load on the
current team? Do you know someone who might
need a bit of a push to volunteer? Or, if joining the
choir ‘full time’ (whatever that means) is too much
of a commitment for you, would you be willing to be
a ‘deputy’ so that when a choir member is away,
you could sing with those who remain meaning that
those who remain were not so exposed? After all,
we are a parish church with a parish church choir,
should we not be finding our choir members from
within our congregation?
Please consider whether you might know someone
who might enjoy joining us or, indeed, whether you
might consider it for yourself. Please do let me know
if you would like to find out more about what is
involved.
My best wishes to you all.
Richard Bennett
Director of Music

Keble News

Many of you will know that in his role as Assistant
Chaplain at Keble College Fr Darren was acting up
as Chaplain for this past term. Fr Nevsky moved to
the Anglican Chaplaincy in Bucharest over the
Easter vacation and the College is delighted to
announce the appointment of Fr Max Kramer as the
new Chaplain.
Fr Max grew up in Northumberland before coming
South to study Classics in Oxford. He has
ministered in St John’s College, Cambridge and a
range of Parishes, with a particular focus on
pastoral work and engagement with students and
young adults. Most recently he has been Precentor
of Canterbury Cathedral, responsible for the
Cathedral’s worship, and with a key role in the
Cathedral’s welfare provision. At Canterbury he
also founded and led ‘Sacred Space,’ offering
hospitality, pastoral care, friendship, and worship to
local students and young adults.

Alongside his priestly ministry, Fr Max has held a
number of teaching posts at the Universities of
Cambridge and Kent, where he taught Greek,
Hebrew, Latin, and Classical and Biblical Literature.
His research interests are in the Jewish-Greek
Literature of the Hellenistic period.
Fr Max will take up his appointment on 1st
September and we look forward to meeting him
before too long.
St Andrew’s is one of the sixty-nine parishes of
which Keble College is the Patron.

John Keble
On 14th July the Church of England observes a
lesser festival in honour of John Keble.

Born in 1792, the second of five children to the
Reverend John Keble (Vicar of Coln St Aldwyn) and
Sarah Maule, John Keble grew up in the family
house in Fairford, Gloucestershire.
He showed early brilliance as a scholar, becoming
a Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, at the age of
nineteen, a few years before his ordination. He won
great praise for his collection of poems, The
Christian Year, issued in 1827, and was elected
Professor of Poetry in Oxford in 1831. A leader of
the Tractarian movement, which protested at the
threats to the Church from liberal developments in
both politics and theology, he nevertheless did not
seek preferment and in 1836 became a parish
priest near Winchester, a position he held until his
death in 1866. He continued to write scholarly
books and was praised for his character and
spiritual counsel. Yet he is still best remembered for
the sermon he preached in Oxford, considered by
some the beginning of the Oxford Movement,
delivered on this day in 1833.
John Keble’s assize sermon “National Apostasy”,
preached in the Church of St Mary the Virgin,
Oxford on 14 July 1833, is widely regarded as the
beginning of the Oxford Movement. In the words of
John Henry Newman (theologian and poet) “I have
ever considered and kept the day, as the start of the
religious movement of 1833”. The sermon was
effectively a call to arms for the Church of England.
The UK had recently seen radical political and
social change in a short period of time. Due to the
established nature of the Church of England
(essentially centuries of entwining between Church
and State) Keble and his followers saw such
changes as an attack upon the Church. For
example after 1829, Roman Catholics were allowed
to sit in parliament, which meant that non-members
of the Church of England could have a say in how
the Church was run. Keble’s sermon explored this
relationship, and argued that such disrespect for
the Church was inexcusable (and a sign of

individual moral deficiency). However, he also used
the opportunity to expound his theories on the “true”
source of the Church’s authority – that of apostolic
succession. Keble argued that the line of bishops,
consecrated by the laying on of hands, could be
traced back to Christ himself, and that the Church
of England was the representative in England of
Christ’s global and eternal church.
Such a belief was closely related to Keble’s belief
in the “authenticity” of the primitive church and his
reclamation of practices such as private confession
and daily services. These ideas held wide appeal in
Oxford in the early 1800s, and through his role as a
college tutor and respected academic, Keble’s
ideas spread. Something of a retiring figure,
especially following his departure from Oxford in
1823, Keble nevertheless became the unofficial
figurehead of the Oxford Movement, providing a
discreet but firm steering hand to other figures – for
example, acting as editor to the tracts that
disseminated the religious ideals he had inspired
(and provided the name “Tractarians” to the
Movement).
Although preferring to remain in the background,
Keble would, when he felt it necessary, publicly
defend the Tractarian cause. In the flashpoints over
theology and the relationship between Church and
State generated by cause célèbre prosecutions he
wrote
treatises,
petitioned
bishops
and
archbishops, and published protests.
Following his marriage to Charlotte Clarke in 1835,
Keble took up the parish of Hursley, where he
remained as vicar until his death in 1866. Keble
revelled in his role as a parish priest, introducing
daily services, teaching at the village school,
providing
allotments
and
wholesome
entertainments, and embedding religion into daily
life. It was from this “cultivated obscurity” that Keble
was, nevertheless, to make his mark upon the
world.
John Keble passed away quietly on 29 March 1866
in Bournemouth. He had only consented to be
absent from his beloved parish as he thought sea
air would be good for the health of his ailing wife.
The village of Hursley was a sea of black on the day
of his funeral, attended by many notable
personages of the day. Venerated not only for his
poetry, his intellect, and his religious beliefs, Keble
was loved for his holiness, his kindness, and his
charity.
It is little wonder that on the day of his funeral, his
friends gathered to discuss what would be a fitting
memorial to the man who through his beliefs and
words had changed the course of the UK’s religious
history.

When we go the theatre and the lights go down we
will feel the same rush of excitement as we felt on
our very first theatre trips with you…and you will be
with us.

A group for pre-school children and their
parent/carers
Thursdays in school term
9.30 – 11.30
in the Church Room
Please bring your own drinks and snacks.
No charge.
Natacha Huggett - 07436 837779

A tribute to Jane Bale from her
grand-daughters

And if there are children at the theatre we will be
reminded of how you would always book us tickets
for the ballet right up in the “gods” so we could sit
on the steps in the aisles and see the dancing all
the better…and you will be with us.
If we go to a fancy restaurant or dinner we will
internally thank you for teaching us which set of
cutlery to start with, and what sugar tongs and
grape scissors are for…and you will be with us.
When we go to Cornwall and see the seagulls we
will remember how we used to feed them leftover
spaghetti….a surprisingly popular delicacy for
seagulls apparently!...and you will be with us.
If we buy ourselves a Magnum ice cream we will
always be slightly disappointed that it no longer
seems to be the size of our heads, which is how it
used to seem when you would buy us one when we
were little, a proper Granny treat…and you will be
with us.
When we eat chocolate buttons we will laugh at how
you used to bribe us with them so we would sit still
in church, our own version of the holy
communion…and you will be with us.
When we are in need of being mindful we will pick
up a counted thread set and thank you for instilling
in us a love of cross stitch…and you will be with us.
Every Christmas we will remember making mince
pies and Christmas cakes with you and how you
always let your hand “slip” when adding the brandy
to the mixture. We will smell the cloves and
remember how you used to advise us that although
cloves make a great decoration when making
marzipan fruits, they don’t necessarily taste nice on
their own. You were right…and you will be with us.

Granny, when you were in Sobell House we
couldn’t believe you were going to leave us. But as
we were there, holding your hand and chatting
though our lives together we realised that you never
would. You have helped to shape who we are, our
memories of you will never leave us. You are a part
of us.
When we listen to musicals we will always be taken
back to your kitchen, dancing with you and putting
on performances. We will be reminded of our day
trips to London to see the West End shows…and
you will be with us.

On our wedding days we have, and will, look at
photos of you as a smiling bride and take that smile
with us…and you will be with us.
When we hold our babies and dress them in their
little outfits we will remember how special it was
when you took us to choose the pattern and
material and then spent an afternoon together
making our own dollies’ clothes.…and you will be
with us.
And when we eventually become grannies
ourselves we will remember how special and loved
you made us feel and we will do our best to emulate
you. You will always be with us.

