Dear Reader,

We are very fond of labels in the Church England and I (with many other Christians besides) am sometimes described a “Traditionalist" because of my conservatism.  Though most of us are not in the least 'old fashioned', we are certainly among those are most concerned about the Church’s 'tradition'.

St Paul said about the Holy Eucharist “I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you”.  The technical word for 'delivered to’- 'handed on' - is 'tradition'.  It is the Church’s 'tradition' which links us back, through bishops, to the apostles and to the Lord  himself.

We 'traditionalists' emphasise that, as the Church seeks to evangelise each new generation, we must take care not to come adrift from the anchor of Scripture and teaching and practice of the Church through the ages.
The Bible, the Creeds, Sacraments and the Church's Ministry are not ours to change.  They were received from the Lord by the Church in apostolic times, and have been delivered - handed on - from generation to generation.  There have been developments, of course, especially as the Creeds blossomed, and it has been the task of the teaching authority of the Church (especially the Ecumenical Councils), led by the Holy Spirit, to safeguard the 'tradition' - what has been 'received' and 'handed on'. 

'Receiving' and 'handing on' is what we Christians do whenever we meet to celebrate the Holy Eucharist.  We feed on the Body of Christ round the Lord’s Table to become the Body of Christ in the (Lord’s) world.

We receive Him to become Him.  We become the Body of Christ so that we can hand on to others, in this unbelieving age, the good news of the life, death and resurrection from the dead of Jesus Christ.

As the quotation from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians tells us, nothing is more important than the mystery of the Holy Eucharist, for it is nothing less than the mystery of Jesus Christ still alive and at work in our midst:

I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me”.  In the same way he also took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me".  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

1 Corinthians   11:23-26

May God bless you as you seek to serve him round his table and in his world.

                                                             Fr. Michael
ST. ANDREW'S DAY

St Andrew's Day falls on 30th November, the very last day of the month.  This year, our Patronal Festival (the Church Birthday) is on a Monday and is therefore all the more special but we shall observe the main celebration on the day before, Sunday 29th November.

After the special 10.00am Eucharist we will continue our  celebrations with refreshments in the Church Room   

THE BISHOP OF OXFORD

On Sunday 13th December we warmly welcome Bishop John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, as our guest preacher at the 10.00am Parish Eucharist.

It will be a great pleasure to have Bishop John with us.    Father Michael will be home from his sabbatical leave and will hope to celebrate the Eucharist on the occasion of the Bishop’s visit.

FR. JOHN DAVIS

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the sudden death of Fr. John Davis on 24th October.  Fr. John was a regular visiting preacher at St. Andrew’s  and  will  be  greatly  missed by us all.

Our condolences go to his family, friends and colleagues.

FRIENDS OF OLD HEADINGTON

The Winter Meeting will take place on Friday, 27th November at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road.

We are delighted that our speaker will be David Marquand, retired Principal of Mansfield College, and a member of the Friends.  He writes on political subjects and the title of his talk will be The Masks of Power:  A review of some Oxford educated Prime Ministers of the last 100 years.  His most recent book ‘Britain since 1918’ was published by Weidenfeld & Nicholson in 2008.

Wine and refreshments will be served after the talk.

Everyone will be very welcome. 
MISSION OF THE MONTH 

THE FRIENDS OF BONOU
The latest report from our newest overseas charity makes very encouraging reading.  Laurence Devlin, one of the founders, writes of her recent visit to Dangbo where she attended the inaugural ceremony of the new library made possible with a joint donation from Kennington Overseas Aid and the friends of Bonou. (I must remind you here that Laurence pays for all her travelling expenses) 

In the Ouémé Valley the Parents’ Associations  report that the  distribution of books, covered in plastic, are well cared for, and it is hoped to continue providing books to the primary schools for, as it is said in the Association’s report, the children’s results have improved in all the schools we have provided books for.

A graduation ceremony will take place in February 2010 for girls in the Sonagnon Centre.  By the time this happens the girls will not only have passed their evaluation test at the end of their two years’ training, but attended classes in ‘Management of Micro-enterprises’ In other words they have had to work out a ‘business plan’ to show they have an understanding of how to set up their own business after graduation. They will also have received instruction in Health awareness and Home economics, French and literacy. 

Looking to the future, a ‘Start-up Fund’ is being considered whereby a kit relevant to their training will be provided. For example scissors, threads, and cotton material for the sewing graduates; scissors, combs and hair products for the hairdressers and so on.  To avoid the cash being squandered by the girls or possibly taken by their families, the money will be reimbursed over a year or two.  To quote Laurence,”It is also because we know very well that total gratuity is counter-productive.”   After graduation regular visits by the ‘Directrice’ to give support to the girls, and to pick up any early warning signs that all is not well, will be made every two to three months.

The new intake of twenty girls will be in March next year.  The financial outlay for only twenty girls every three years may seem excessive.  It is a case of quality against quantity.  A reputation of excellence will ensure a long life for the Centre as it turns out well educated girls capable of earning their own living rather than sixty (the number first envisaged) with a slight varnish of knowledge but unable to go very far and have only the prospect of returning to Nigeria to earn money.

It is the intention of the Friends to offer boarding facilities to the trainees. There is a drawing of the proposed  boarding house on the Missions’ board.

What comes through in the newsletter is the ability of those in the front line of the Friends of Bonou to understand how the people of Bonou think, and to gain the co-operation and respect  of the village elders.

I finish as the newsletter does with a quote from an article in The New York Times “In many poor countries, the greatest unexploited resource is not oil fields or veins of gold, it is the women and girls who are not educated and never become a major presence in the formal economy.  With education and with help in starting a business, impoverished women can earn money and support their countries as well as their families.  They represent perhaps the best hope for fighting global poverty.” 

The Friends of Bonou is doing a great job.

           Jane Bale

CHILDREN’S GIFT SERVICE

On Sunday 29th November we have Officers from the Salvation Army coming along to Church at the 10.00 am service in order to receive gifts which have been donated to ‘St. Andrew’s boat’  These gifts will be used as Christmas presents for deprived children and adults in and around Oxford.

As in previous years we invite everyone to join in this project and to offer gifts for children of all ages and adults of either gender.  The Salvation Army ask that our gifts be left unwrapped and then it will be easier for volunteers to match them to particular recipients.  Our presents will be wrapped up by the Salvation Army.

We have always had a wonderful response to our appeal for gifts,  with St. Andrew’s boat literally overflowing!  Please can we once again  help to make this Christmas a little happier for those less fortunate than ourselves.      

 Thank you.

THE FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREW’S

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Sunday 13th December at 7.00pm

Once again this very popular concert of carols with mince pies and mulled wine will be held at St. Andrew’s Church.   Tickets will be £6.00.  Children over 5 years old and accompanied by an adult – FREE.

All profits will go to the Friends of St. Andrew’s Church in order to maintain the fabric of this most historic and beautiful building.

Offers of mince pies, home-made or bought, will be greatly appreciated and a list will be available on the Tract Table in early December.

Tickets will be able from church, from Philip Awdry (762826), Tess Boswood (760022) or at the door on the evening.

