INTERREGNUM

An Interregnum is the period between the departure of the outgoing vicar and institution and induction of the new one.  Sequestrators are appointed by the diocese and they include our churchwardens, and the local area dean who is currently the Vicar of St Clements, Bruce Gillingham.  

Their task is to help maintain the life and worship of St Andrew’s and look after all church property.  The Parochial Church Council will want to be certain that everything is being done that should be done in the parish.

Careful preparations before the vicar leaves the parish is the best way of ensuring a smooth interregnum and Father Michael is giving much time and attention to these preparations and wishes to be as helpful and supportive as he can.  

Father Bernard Dagnall and Father Peter Jefford and other retired assisting clergy besides, have expressed their continuing support to help out at St Andrew’s and have generously expressed their willingness to keep services going in the interregnum and to maintain pastoral care.  Our assistant retired priests are an immense help and support to our vicar and parish already, and this is greatly appreciated.  The parish church remains then, in safe and trusted hands and if you are concerned about something (perhaps a future wedding?) then Father Michael will be pleased to inform you of contingency plans.

The parish will be kept up to date with developments from his autumn departing onwards through this parish magazine as well as in the Sunday pew-leaflets, but patience is a virtue and the process of identifying the next incumbent is bound to be a slow one!  So then, please help to keep our parish activities going and growing until the interregnum is over.

OH JOY UNCONFINED!

Six helpers to decorate six Easter baskets and not a stem left over!  Wow!

My grateful thanks to everyone who helped in any way whatsoever to welcome the Risen Christ, in church this Easter!

As always, decorating the church was a happy, joyful occasion.

Many were the compliments for the whole team and of course, without the very generous financial donations none of this would have been possible.

                                                         Diana French

ASCENSION DAY

An important day to attend church.

Ascension Day is one of the great Christian festivals.  It is a Day of Obligation, when faithful Christians within the Church of England are expected to make their Communion.  School children used to be permitted to be excused from their lessons in order to attend an act of worship on this special day.

What is Ascension Day all about? The Testament has the answer!

The Ascension of the Lord, witnessed by Apostles, is recorded in Mark chapter 16; Luke 24 and also in the Acts of the Apostles (Ch 1 verse 9).  According to tradition it took place on the Mount of Olives. (St Luke 24 verses 50-53)  has been held to imply it happened in the  evening of the Easter Sunday but according to the account in the book of Acts (chapter 1 verse 3) it happened some forty days later. (The Great Forty Days).

There are explicit references to the Ascension in the Gospel according to St John although there is no account of the event itself.  Elsewhere in the New Testament we have implicit references; see Ephesians 4, Hebrews 4 v 14ff, 1 Peter 3 v 22 and Timothy 3 verses 1-6.  The Ascension of the Lord marks a solemn ending of Christ’s resurrection appearances.  It is his exhaltation to heaven and took place after he had spoken to the Apostles of "things concerning the Kingdom of God".

The importance of the Feast of the Ascension is in what it signifies: Christ's human nature, which of course he shares with you and me, was taken into heaven.  Where Christ leads the way we may follow. This important Day will be observed with the Holy Eucharist and at 7.30 pm in the evening of Thursday 13th May.

ELECTION FEVER

Jack and Jill have been hijacked! The Three Men in a Tub have been given a drubbing! The Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) has censored the Government. They're no longer allowed to tell us that Jack and Jill went up the hill but couldn't fetch a pail of water because extreme weather, due to climate change, had caused a drought. Over 900 people had objected to such revisionism. 

The ASA has upheld the original version of the nursery rhyme and the Secretary of State has had to concede that they "should have phrased the advert better" and "will do so in the future". No doubt there will be questions in the House! 

A few weeks ago I sat at the feet of one of the Professors here in the University of Liverpool where we have the Proudman Laboratory, one of the world's leading oceanographic institutes. He was painstakingly taking his lay audience through the science of climate change and showing us the evidence of how the oceans are warming. 

As I sat there looking at maps of the world my mind wandered to the village on the eastern seaboard of India which I'd visited a few years ago after it had been ravaged by super cyclones. Sitting with the village elders I had asked them if in their life time the weather had changed. Words weren't needed to understand that it had. Of course, the extent to which these changes have been caused by human actions is what concerned the Advertising Standards Authority. 

In their detailed 13 page adjudication on the advertisements used by DEC, the ASA ruled that the claims about what will happen to the climate in the UK "should have been phrased more tentatively". There's the rub. And it goes right to the heart of the nature of our public debates. In the fields of science, the arts, politics and religion there are a lot of things that should be "phrased more tentatively". We live in such a complex world that solutions are seldom simple. 

As your read the Gospels you're struck by just how tentative and even oblique Jesus often was in answering a straight question. And when he gave an answer it was often in the form of a story which left people guessing the meaning - even to this day! 

But that's not how everybody likes it!  Which is why the media are impatient with anybody who phrases their argument 'tentatively'. By and large the media don't do 'tentative'! And spokespersons who are trained to appear in the media are therefore taught to get their message across in sound-bites, the antithesis of tentative! 

As the upcoming General Election intensifies the political debate, the ruling of the ASA to phrase things more tentatively might just have a wider and more helpful application. Otherwise, by the end of the campaign we might all of us, like Jack, find ourselves having to take to our bed and bind our head with vinegar and brown paper. 

                                      The Rt Rev. James Jones

MISSION FOR THE MONTH

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

9TH – 15TH MAY 2010

Will you please help?

Once again Christian Aid week is upon us, an extremely important week, because it is during these few days that most of Christian Aid funds are raised.  And these funds are distributed to emergency projects and short and long-term projects throughout the world. 

People who have lost everything through earthquakes, tsunamis, etc., are given life saving food, medicines, shelter.

In its non-emergency work Christian Aid provides practical help and support to enable the poor and destitute make better lives for themselves and their families.

Are you willing to help raise as much money as possible for this valuable work?   We need about thirty volunteers to cover the parish.  There is a list on the tract table, together with envelopes already bundled into street names.  We ask that you deliver the envelopes early in the week and return later in the week to collect the donations and, with luck, persuade the donors to sign the Gift Aid declaration on the back of the envelope.  This allows Christian Aid to reclaim nearly a third extra on each gift from the taxman.

Thank you for helping to make a real difference to those less fortunate than ourselves.

THE CHURCH’S HEALING MINISTRY
“How come you know Jesus and you no heal nobody?”  This was the question I left you with last month.  It was asked by a Sioux American Indian to a missionary in the 1970s.  The answer given was an embarrassed silence.  However, so embarrassing was this silence, that it led in no small part to the revival of the Church’s healing ministry.

The Church’s ministry is a continuation of the ministry of Jesus Christ.  We seek to fulfil it in the power of the same Holy Spirit who anointed Jesus at his baptism in the Jordan.  Jesus’ ministry was totally faithful and obedient to his Father.  The gospel of the kingdom of God is the good news of healing which Jesus proclaimed.  “Go and preach the gospel … Go and heal the sick” summarizes the commission Christ gave to his Church.  So Christians have always been called to have a special concern for those sick in mind, body and spirit.  The Church’s ministry can be described as one of healing – the healing of ourselves, and of our relationships with God, with one another and with our environment.

The most common forms of the healing ministry

       Public and private prayers of intercession

Christian worship has always included prayers of intercession customarily addressed to the Father through the Son and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Intercessory prayer, in which we pray individually and corporately, for those who are suffering, combines our love with God’s love and our will with his will, so as to cooperate with him in fostering his kingdom.

       The laying on of hands
Actions can often speak louder than words and touch conveys a message of love and assurance as well as being a link with Christ’s apostolic command to heal the sick.  Hands are usually placed gently on a person’s head, or on the shoulders and accompanying prayers said silently. This form of touch can make a sick person feel less fearful or alone in their suffering.

       Anointing
We pray that as we are outwardly anointed with oil we shall be inwardly anointed with the Holy Spirit.  The priest anoints a person with his thumb or forefinger, making the sign of the cross, with a small amount of oil on the forehead and palms of both hands.  The oil is one of the three oils blessed by the Bishop on, or near to, Maundy Thursday.  The Sacrament of anointing is often accompanied by the laying on of hands.

        Reconciliation and absolution
The Sacrament of confession is the act of reconciliation which begins with God calling us back to himself.  Every service includes a general confession as a communal act in the liturgy.  Private confession may be made in a formal or less formal setting and may include spiritual advice and counsel as well as absolution.  Healing and reconciliation are inextricably linked, not only by Jesus (Mark 2:1-12), but also in the Book of Common Prayer (The Visitation of the Sick).

       Eucharist
The Eucharist has always been regarded as a Sacrament which brings healing.  It incorporates reconciliation and intercession.  Immediately before receiving Communion we say: “Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed”.

What we can hope for in the healing ministry

We believe that God loves us and wills the very best for us.  But we also know that suffering of all kinds and ultimately death are conditions from which we can’t escape.  But God is not distant.  In Jesus Christ he shared in this life’s suffering and death on the cross, and he can draw close to us in times such as these.  However, his resurrection in the power of the Holy Spirit gives us hope that we might have a foretaste of his kingdom here and now and that through the Church’s ministry we shall receive his love, strength and healing touch.  What form that healing will take we can’t tell.  It’s different for each one of us.

It may be:

-     help to carry us through a prolonged illness           

      or disability:

-      a more rapid recovery than expected;

-     our fear of death being driven out by God’s 

       love;

-     a healing which is so unexpected that we   

       immediately want to thank God.

The healing ministry is for everyone.  We all need healing in some way.  Through the healing ministry of the Church, Jesus Christ meets us at our point of need.  We need no longer to remain in embarrassing silence when we are asked “How come you know Jesus and you no heal nobody?”   We can instead say with the apostles “Lord, help your servants to proclaim your message with all boldness, by stretching our your hand to heal and to work miracles and marvels through the name of your holy servant Jesus”. (Acts 4:29f)

By Fr. Bernard Dagnall,

        one of our Assisting Priests

THE DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE INSTITUTION OF THE HOLY   COMMUNION.

We love our mothers all year round - but nevertheless express that love on one special day each year - Mothering Sunday. And so, even though we naturally give thanks to God for his gift to us of the Eucharist all year round, we also express our gratitude more openly each year on the great feast of Corpus Christi. This year it falls on Thursday 3rd June.

The most natural time for thanking God for the Eucharist might be seen to be Maundy Thursday itself - but as the liturgy of Maundy Thursday is so much part of Christ's way to Calvary expressed throughout Holy Week, the Church in the 13th century, pushed by a very devout nun, S.Juliana of Liège, chose the first free Thursday after Eastertide for a great and joyous celebration where everyone who is privileged to receive Christ in the Holy Communion is earnestly encouraged to use this corporate opportunity to thank God for his Sacrament. 

Great minds have, over the centuries, tied themselves into knots trying to work out how the bread and wine, when consecrated, become the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Definitions of what happens and when it happens have been the source of much controversy.  Corpus Christ is not an occasion for such controversy. It is not an occasion of defining what happens - but an occasion for thanking God that it does happen!  It is a time for us to worship the-mysteries of God.

Almighty and heavenly Father, 

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament you have given us the memorial of the passion of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of his Body and Blood, that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruits of his redemption; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
FAIRTRADE

Just a reminder, if you miss Joyce and her Fair Trade stall in church on Sundays then remember the Fairtrade  Shop  is now open in Headington.   “The Windmill” sells foodstuffs, household goods, toiletries, childrens toys and clothing, cards, gifts, jewellery -  a great variety of good things all at reasonable prices - why not pop in and have a look, and you will probably see Joyce as well!

ST. ANDREW’S BELL RINGERS 

NEEDS YOU!

St. Andrew’s Bell ringers are seeking new members to join their team.  Eight ringers are needed to ring a full round on our wonderful bells, so we are always looking for people to help on Sundays and for weddings etc.  If you have never rung a bell before, don’t worry we can teach you!  It is great fun and very rewarding.  We meet at 7.30pm every Tuesday – please come along, you will be sure of a warm welcome!  

