Dear Reader,

LOVE OF THIS PRESENT WORLD

Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica (2 Timothy 4: 9).

There is a certain fascination about some of the characters in the Bible who receive a passing mention but about whom we know little.   It would be interesting to learn what caused Euodia and Syntyche to fall out in the Church at Philippi (Philippians 4:2) – an argument about flower arranging?   What was the full history of Onesimus, the slave mentioned in the Epistle to Philemon who ran away, became a Christian and was returned to his master with Paul’s commendation?  Demas appears three times in the New Testament:  he is associated with Luke and others in the company of St. Paul (Colossians 4: 14;  Philemon 24) but his final appearance is as a deserter who had left the missionary enterprise.   Was he actuated by the fear of persecution, or the wish for a more comfortable and materially profitable way of life?   His name remains among the apparent black sheep of the early Church, with such as Alexander the coppersmith (2 Timothy 4: 14) and Diotrephes “who likes to put himself first” (3 John 9).   Despite his earlier loyalty, he stands as a sad record of defection and loss.

It is so easy to fall away;  the Parable of the Sower tells of the many who hear the Word of God and receive it with joy, but succumb to indifference, wordly care or self-interest.  It is sometimes the most devout and assiduous worshippers who prove in time to have no root in themselves.   One has seen students seized with fervour near to religious mania who in a few years are scornful atheists or indifference agnostics.   St. Paul, who experienced many disappointments from the initially pious, warned the new Christians that we must pray constantly that it will not be so with us.   His is a time when Christians of traditional integrity have been forced to look closely and deeply at the foundations of their faith.   The challenges in the Church of England, and in other Churches too, have not been totally negative in their results, for they have made believers examine themselves and brought them to value more highly the duties and privileges which have been threatened with loss.   The crest of the wave does not last for ever, and it is patient acts of the will and obedience which are the best safeguard against apostasy.

Perseverance to the end is what we all desire, and it is guaranteed by God to those who really desire to know and love him, for “he will also strengthen you to the end”, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ”, (1 Corinthians 1: 8).   We pray for ourselves, and find a place in our intercessions for all like Demas who, known or unknown to us, are in peril from too much love of this present world.   We trust that Demas has received God’s mercy for the faith that he once had;  but let us hope that the last word on our own lives is not that we failed to stay the course.

Yours sincerely,

Father Michael

A GUIDE TO SOME OF THE TECHNICAL TERMS USED IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

1
The Church Building and its Permanent Fixtures

Many Churches are built in the form of a Cross, facing towards the east. The eastern limb of the Church is called the Chancel, the western limb, where most of the congregation sit, is the Nave. The two shorter limbs, on the north and south sides, are the transepts. The most important object in the Church is the altar, where the Eucharist or thanksgiving is offered. It is customary to bow to the altar when we enter or leave the Church. The high altar always stood to the east end of the Chancel, but in Churches where a modern liturgy or way of celebrating the Eucharist is used, the altar may be at the entrance to the Chancel, in the central area of the Church called the crossing. Another permanent fixture of the Church is the Font, usually made of stone and designed to hold the water used in baptism. Because baptism is the beginning of our life as Christians, the Font is often near the door of the Church. Sometimes there is a special room or area set aside for baptisms, and called the Baptistry. Often there is also near the door a small basin, (perhaps attached to a pillar); this is called a stoup, and  contains holy water with which people may asperge themselves as they come into Church. On the wall of the Chancel is a cupboard with a light burning in front of it. This is the aumbry in which is kept the bread that has been consecrated in the Eucharist to be to us the body of Christ. Instead of an aumbry on the wall, there may be a cupboard on the high altar, in which case it is called a tabernacle, or it may even hang by chains from the roof. On one side of the entrance to the Chancel is the Pulpit, from which the sermon is preached. On the other side is a reading-desk, called a Lectern and used for reading the lessons from the Bible.

2
Names of People.

The Church of England is divided into forty-three areas, each called a diocese. Roughly speaking, each diocese is about as big as a county. In each diocese there is a cathedral city and there lives in such a city the Bishop, who is the chief minister of the church in his diocese. Two of these dioceses (Canterbury and York) have Archbishops, that is to say, Bishops who have a certain measure of authority over other Bishops within the province of Canterbury (south of England) and York (north of England). In each cathedral church there is a Dean, and associated with him are a number of Canons (perhaps four or five). The Dean and Canons together are called the Chapter. The diocese is divided into smaller areas called parishes, in each of which there is a parish church. These are looked after by Priests. The priest of a parish is called in some cases the Rector, in others the Vicar. He may have an assistant priest or Curate. The vast majority of churchpeople are laymen or laywomen, and they do all kinds of work in the church including various functions having to do with the liturgy, the way of doing the worship of the church. The principal service of the church is the Eucharist, also called the Lord’s Supper because it repeats in word and action that last act of worship which Jesus performed on the day before he was crucified. The person who presides at the Eucharist must be a priest or bishop, and he is called the celebrant. It is he who takes the bread and wine, consecrates it to be for us the body of Christ, and then distributes it to the people present. He is usually assisted by two persons called the sacred ministers, the deacon and subdeacon. Normally, the deacon’s duties are to read the gospel and to give the chalice. The subdeacon may read the epistle and assist in preparing the vessels, etc.

3
Articles of clothing, Vestments.
Special liturgical vestments are worn at the Eucharist. These are derived from everyday garments worn in the days of the Roman Empire. The celebrant puts on over his black cassock a white hood-like garment covering his shoulders and called an amice. Then he puts on a long white garment with sleeves, called an alb (from the Latin word albus, meaning white). The alb is gathered round the waist by a girdle or cincture. On top of this is placed a long narrow strip of coloured material, called the stole. Its origin is unknown, but it is usually understood as a symbol of service. On top of all this is worn the chasuble, an outer garment which is either sleeveless or has very wide sleeves. The chasuble too is coloured, according to the season of the year. The celebrant and sacred ministers may wear square caps, called birettas, when they enter the church. The Bishop will wear a mitre, a distinctively shaped cap or hat, and will carry a crozier, shaped like a shepherd’s crook, as a symbol that he is the chief pastor of the diocese. Other vestments you may come across are: the surplice, a white tunic with broad sleeves, worn at Mattins, Evensong, etc.; the cotta, a short tunic with square neck, worn by preachers, also by servers; the cope, a coloured cloak worn over the surplice on ceremonial occasions. An innovation in recent years is the cassock-alb, white or off-white, and combining the functions of cassock, alb and amice. The Deacon and Subdeacon wear vestments slightly different from the chasuble, called the dalmatic and tunicle.

Laymen and laywomen have various functions in the liturgy. The MC (master of ceremonies) has general oversight of those taking part and ensures the smooth performance of the liturgy. The crucifer carries the cross; the taperers carry candles; the thurifer carries the censer. Laypersons may perform other functions, for some of which they need to be licensed.

4
Articles used in the Service

The bourse (the French word for purse) is a folder of stiff material covered with a coloured cloth matching the vestments of the season. It contains a square white linen cloth, the corporal, which is placed in the centre of the altar and on which are laid the vessels used in the Eucharist. These vessels are generally made of silver, sometimes gilded inside. The paten is a round plate on which are laid the wafers to be consecrated. If there are going to be many people receiving communion, the wafers might fall off the paten, so instead they are put into a ciborium, a vessel shaped like a cup, but provided with a lid. The wine is put into a silver cup called a chalice. The pall is a small square of stiff material covered in linen, and is placed over the paten or chalice to prevent dust from getting in. The purificator is the name of a folded strip of linen used for wiping the chalice, etc. The chalice veil is a square cloth in the liturgical colour of the season which is used to cover the chalice and the paten when they have been placed on the corporal. After the consecration, the wafers should be called hosts (from Latin hostia, a victim). Sometimes one or more hosts will be placed in a small metal box, rather like a pocket-watch in appearance. This is called a pyx, and is used for taking the communion to the sick. The monstrance is a metal vessel often shaped like the sun with rays proceeding from it. There is a glass receptacle in the centre, in which is placed a host when the Blessed Sacrament is exposed or used in benediction at Corpus Christi and other occasions.

5
Names of Services & Parts of Services
Eucharist,  Mass, Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion are all names used for the main act of the church’s worship, the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. Strictly speaking, Holy Communion refers to the part of the service when the congregation receive the consecrated elements, but it is often used also for the complete service. Benediction is a service closely connected with the Eucharist, when a host that has been consecrated at an earlier Eucharist and then reserved in the aumbry or tabernacle is placed in a monstrance and used to bless the people. Mattins and Evensong are services of the word used in the morning or evening respectively, with readings of psalms, of the Old and New Testaments, and often with a sermon. Compline is a late-night service of prayer.

6
The Sacraments
Special value attaches to the sacraments of the church, solemn acts in which God confers his grace. According to the New Testament, two such sacraments were clearly commanded by Jesus himself. The are Baptism and the Eucharist. The church came to recognise other acts as sacramental, and the number has varied in the course of history. The number has been as high as thirty, but it eventually settled at seven. In addition to baptism and the Eucharist, Confirmation, Holy Matrimony, Ordination, the reconciliation of a penitent, and the unction of the sick are considered to be sacraments.

7
Some Miscellaneous Terms

The intercessions are offered for various people or groups of people, for instance, the church, the nations, the sick, the departed. Confession and absolution may be either general, when the whole congregation makes a confession of sin, or private, when an  individual makes a confession (in the sacrament of reconciliation, mentioned above). The absolution is a declaration of forgiveness made by the priest, who, in the case of a private confession, may add some words of advice or spiritual direction, and may ask the penitent person to perform some simple act of penance, such as reading and meditating on a psalm or hymn. Certain parts of the Mass are often called by their Greek or Latin names: Kyrie eleison = Lord have mercy; Gloria or Gloria in excelsis = Glory to God in the highest; Sanctus = Holy, holy, holy; Benedictus = Blesses is he who comes.… ; Agnus Dei = Lamb of God. A Mass celebrated for the departed is called a Requiem, the Latin word for rest, used in the phrase Rest everlasting grant unto them O Lord. 

The large jug-like vessels in which the wine and water are brought to the altar are called flagons. The one for wine is often marked with the letter V (Latin vinum=wine) and the one for water with the letter A (aqua=water). At the Offertory the people bring up the bread and wine to be used at the Eucharist. The priest sets them apart for this holy use with the words, Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation…. , and the people reply, Blessed be God for ever. The Elevation is the moment when the priest lifts up the host and the consecrated wine. The fraction is the moment when he breaks the host. Genuflection (which literally means knee-bending) is the practice of going down on one knee in recognition of Christ’s sacramental presence, for instance, when one is passing in front of the aumbry or tabernacle.

In a Cathedral Church there will also be in the Chancel a special seat for the Bishop. This is called a Cathedra (the Greek word for a chair) and it is from this that we get the word Cathedral. Opening off the Church is a separate room called the sacristy. Here are kept the vessels used in the Eucharist, vestments used in the service, and so on. Because the vestments are kept here, the sacristy is also called a Vestry, though in some Churches a separate room is used as the vestry.

MISSION FOR THE MONTH

EMMAUS OXFORD

Now well into its second year, our Community continues to grow and flourish.  Tuesday 16th March marked the anniversary of the arrival of our first Companions. There was a celebratory trip to a bowling alley the following Saturday!  Companion Paul, who has painted wonderful murals in the dining room and entrance hall, carved a commemorative stone with some words of Abbé Pierre, founder of the Emmaus movement.  This was unveiled by Terry Waite when he came on an informal visit at the end of March, to have supper and chat with the Companions as part of our birthday celebrations.  As President of the Emmaus UK Federation, Terry undertakes a huge number and range of more official duties, but enjoys these simpler meetings with Companions most of all, we understand.  His privations during his long period of captivity clearly enable him to empathise with the sufferings of homelessness.

To think that six came in that day in March 2009 and we’re now near twenty makes us realise that we are getting very well established.   We are still deliberately not yet at full capacity of twenty-four: we want to ensure we can properly support all the Companions and that the Community remains just that – like a big family rather than a hostel.   Also, whilst we have celebrated the achievements of the first year, we are aware of the need to fundraise for some time more, to ensure all Companions have the opportunity to move their lives forward.

It is important that they have – as well as a roof, food and work - opportunities to access whatever advice, training, education, counselling and help they individually need to help them take control of their lives.  We also believe they should be able to engage in a range of recreational activities as part of their personal development   Many may lack basic ID, so we assist them in obtaining birth certificates if needed, then passport and/or driving licence once they have been here rather longer.  All of this varied work costs money of course, so we are most grateful for donations from individual supporters, churches and other organisations to help us carry on this valuable work.  Thank you all, in particular, for your generous ongoing support.

                                                             Jacky Cole

THE IMPORANT THINGS IN LIFE

When I reached the great age of ninety, a close friend, who was much younger, said “Let’s face it, John, you are now completely and utterly useless”.   We both enjoyed the juke, for we both knew, as Christians, that old people can be of use till their dying day.   Kenneth Woolcombe, when he was Bishop of Oxford, said that even if you are permanently bedridden, you can still say your prayers and have plenty of time to do so.   John Pritchard, the present Bishop of Oxford, sent me a card saying “If it wasn’t for the prayers of people like you, I don’t think I could do my job”.

It is, of course, a big transition from being active to passive.   The French theologian Teilhard de Chardin, wrote a book about activities and passivities.   This was meant for people of all ages, as a balanced way of life.   In our society there is a strong bias towards activities.   Everyone seems to be in a hurry.   In churches, younger people (with notable exceptions) tend to be too busy to do voluntary work, or, even  to get to church on Sundays.   The shops are open all week, the roads are packed, the airlines are fully booked (witness the volcano saga) yet everyone wants more and more pleasures.   Of course this is looking at the worst extreme, but many of us have observed this sort of society, one of so-called achievements.

Small wonder that people who are growing old miss rushing around, always going somewhere and, yes, working very hard to earn a living, often with both partners in a marriage going out to work, to the detriment of a healthy upbringing of the children.   But now they are old, people have time on their hands, and so feel bored and useless and this gets worse, often with increasing infirmity setting in.

So the time comes when it is necessary to face this situation.   Who do we think we are, and where do we think we are going?   I can only speak as a Christian, but to us the answer is that we are children of God, redeemed by Christ’s cross, destined for heaven, living in the presence of God.   Really, if we realise this, we should be whooping for joy, even if we do ache a bit physically.

But to come back to this extra time available.   It is perfectly sensible to sit still, and even to let our brains relax a bit.   For part of this extra time we can pray informally, using the old guideline of the word ACTS, standing for adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplication, though not necessarily all in one go!   We can still keep our rule of morning and evening prayer.   But won’t all this turn us into a praying mantis?   So what!   We could do with more of these about the place.   Our world, our country, our town, our church, and our families, all desperately need our prayers, and we can help to provide it.

Of course, we old ones may still have some activities.   Painting watercolour landscapes has been my lifelong hobby.   I can still hold a brush, and normally paint a picture a week.   The problem is what to do with them.  Two years ago I paid a brief visit to hospital with heart trouble.   There I had a doctor who showed interest in my paintings, as a result of which a goodly number of them are hung, or about to be hung, in three Oxford hospitals.   Before I paint I say “Please God may this be pleasing to you, give me skill, and may this bring joy to others”.   My prayers have been answered!   So you never know what may turn up as a result of adversity.

But I still think my most important contribution is meditation, prayer and friendship with others.

I recently read of someone who had gone on retreat to Wales to practice the Ignatian spiritual exercises.   They came away realising that they were less important than they had thought they were, but of more worth.    That may encourage us to realise that in God’s eyes we are of infinite worth, however little we may appear to do.




        Revd. John Stanton

