Dear Reader,

ANGLO-CATHOLIC is one of those labels which proves so tricky to define.  It nearly always gets changed to ‘high church’ by the media, who mean by it people who like ‘smells and bells’, ‘fancy’ worship rather than ‘plain’ worship.  The first people to use the term, however, the ‘Tractarians’, were not especially interested in bells, and would certainly not have burned incense.  Back in 1838, the first use of the term in English, the emphasis was on the continuity of the Church of England with the Church of apostolic times.  The Church, the Tractarians said, was a divine society and not an instrument of the state. The ministry of the Church and her sacraments were holy, catholic, and apostolic.   

There was an early division among the Tractarians, what was called a ‘parting of friends’.  Some, notably John Henry Newman, were led by their theological explorations to become Roman Catholics.  Others, notably John Keble and Edward Bouverie Pusey, took refuge in the ‘Branch Theory’, the idea that Rome, Constantinople (the Orthodox), and Canterbury were all ancient churches, sharing the ministry of bishop, priest, and deacon, descended from the apostles, and the sacraments, ordained by Christ.  Tragically divided, in human terms, these ‘branches’, the Anglo-Catholics said, were nonetheless branches of the One Vine, in a way that Methodists and Baptists, say, were not (because they have no bishops and a different view of sacraments).

Throughout the twentieth century there was a continuing exploration of what it might take for the main ‘branches’ to recognise one another.  Rome have talked to the Orthodox. Anglicans have talked to Rome, and to the Orthodox.  In addition there have been extensive dialogues and conversations with churches of the Reformation, what we tend to call ‘nonconformists’.   Since 1966, when Archbishop Michael Ramsey and Pope Paul VI met in Rome, there has been particular enthusiasm for ARCIC – the Anglican Roman Catholic International Commission – and we were never more optimistic about reunion in the West than in 1982, when Pope John Paul II and Archbishop Robert Runcie knelt together to pray in Canterbury Cathedral.  In 1995 the Pope issued an Encyclical Letter, Ut Unum Sint (‘That they may all be one’ [John 17]), inviting Christians separated from Rome to explain just what they required to change before they were re-united with the Holy See.

The latest initiative, Anglicanorum Coetibus, this year, is yet another invitation from the Holy See to Anglicans to return in groups.  Though it is addressed to Anglicans in general, the particular focus of Anglicanorum Coetibus is, of course, Anglo-Catholics.   We are the ones who have longed for the re-union of the Catholic Church.  We are the ones who, with candles, and devotions, and incense, and music, and prayers, and vestments have got as close as we can to Roman Catholic practice.  That’s the ‘high church’ bit.  More important, we are the ones who in matters of faith and morals – what we believe about the Gospel, the Creeds, the Ministry, and the Sacraments - and how we live – have always claimed to be ‘Catholic’.  Do we mean it?  And, if we do, what do we do about it?  Individually and in groups.  That’s what we are saying our prayers about.  

I am proposing to set apart the day of Friday 19th February as a Day of Prayer in St Andrew’s.  This is to be an opportunity not for discussion (there has been plenty of that throughout recent years) but for silent reflection.  It is to be an opportunity to listen to the Holy Spirit.  

The Day begins with the Holy Eucharist at 9.30am, after which the church remains open for people, if you choose, to use for prayerful listening to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the churches.  There will be a SECOND Eucharist at NOON and then at 6pm we have the short Service of COMPLINE.  Please come.

Yours sincerely,

Father Michael Brewin

SILENCE IS GOLDEN?

An opportunity to pray together, silently, occurs every Friday at 12.15pm in church.  We come before the altar in the Chancel to just “be” with God.  No voices.  Silence.  Come and go as we choose.  Why not come?
OUR LENT COURSE

Regular church members will know how seriously we are taking the business of “Mission”. Everywhere in this country, congregations are dwindling and Christian churches need to take a long and hard look at their circumstances.  Here in our parish our Parochial Church Council is offering an initiative for Lent and we seek your support for it.

OUR  PARISH INITIATIVE

We are proposing to have friendly house-groups meeting during LENT (after 17th February) on a weekly basis for five weeks in homes around Headington for about one hour.  We are all invited to join one to suit our timetable, either in a daytime or an evening.  Every member of the congregation is being invited to join and enjoy meeting and discussing a Christian topic based on a brief recorded talk by a famous and distinguished Christian.  “WHEN I SURVEY: Christ’s Cross and Ours” brings leading Christian thinkers into our lent groups: General Sir Richard Dannatt (former Head of the British Army), Rev’d Dr Colin Morris (Head of Religious Broadcasting at the BBC), Dr Christina Baxter (Principal of St John’s Theological College Nottingham) and John Bell (sacred Music specialist from the Iona Community).
WELCOME TO GUESTS AND VISITORS
At our services, you are invited to come to the altar rail at Communion time and to receive the Priest’s Blessing even if you have not been confirmed.  Just join in with everyone else.  

We invite young children to join us there also and to receive God’s blessing.  Our crèche and Young Church  operate  during the 10 am service 

on Sundays.   We also have toys and play-mats set out in the Church Room for babies and the very-young.

After the 10.00am service on Sundays refreshments are served in the Church Room, so please don’t rush off home, come and join us and get to know people – we are quite friendly really!

And on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month you are able to buy goods from our Trade Craft stall, so please come along and support this excellent venture too.

POST SABBATICAL MUSING

Father Michael and Helen are back from their round the world journey, refreshed and full of stories of elephants, Chinese ascendancy, and friendly encounters with Americans in the Wild West.

For those of you who were unable to attend the ten o’clock service on the Sunday before Father Michael returned to Headington, you might like to know that we had a salute to the clergy who handled the parish so well during the Sabbatical. Just before the dismissal, I asked Fr. David Johnson, Fr. Peter Jefford and Fr. Ian Coutts to stand at the front of church to receive public thanks from the congregation. Fr. Ian was thanked for his pastoral work and his always excellent sermons, and received a book token. Fr. Peter was thanked for his tireless pastoral care visits, his taking of so many services, and the very special baptism of Cad Whitaker, just days before he deployed to Afghanistan. He also received a book token. Fr. David was thanked for his marvellous work as our stand-in parish priest during the three month sabbatical. From chairing the PCC meetings to taking weddings and funerals, as well as regular services, plus attending as many of the special events at church as he possibly could, we gave him heartfelt thanks and tokens for the theatre. All three were given lovely bouquets of flowers which were made and presented by Diana French. (Fr. Peter muttered that it was like attending his own funeral!)

We hope they realise how special they are to us all.






   
  
                                          Tess Boswood

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

AND CHURCH DECORATION

We would all say that St. Andrew’s looked particularly beautiful on Christmas Day.   Many, many thanks to Diana French and her team, which included Pauline Hessey, Joyce Clapp, Pauline James, Bruce Huggett and Colin Hessey.  This took the better part of six hours!  Diana needs many more volunteers.

PLEASE would you help with church decoration.   The next big date will be Easter.

Many thanks also to Bill and Kate Upcott for their generous gift of the  beautiful Christmas tree which adorned the church throughout the festive period.






      Tess Boswood

MISSION FOR THE MONTH

SIGHTSAVERS INTERNATIONAL

Sightsavers work in 33 developing countries across African, Asia and the Caribbean.  Together with their partners in this field they restore sight to thousands of people every year and treat millions more for potentially blinding conditions.

Sightsavers believe that sight is a basic human right, and that everyone – including those in the world’s poorest countries – should have access to the treatment and eye care that they need.

Not only does Sightsavers provide treatment that can help to restore sight, they also assist with the rehabilitation of those who are irreversibly blind – thereby helping them to become a productive member of the community and make a better future for themselves and their families.

With your help and generous support Sightsavers can transform the lives of so many people throughout the work.   Thank you.

                                                         Diana French

IMPORTANT!!  A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES

In a first for St. Andrew’s we will be welcoming the nationally and internationally renowned Saltmine Theatre to perform in our church.   Saltmine has been at the forefront of Christian Arts and Drama for the last 30 years and they will be coming to St. Andrew’s on Monday 29th March at 7.00pm to present “Who Moved the Egg?”.   This is an all-age production described as “a journey all the way from the Last Supper to the Ascension whilst trying to find an answer to that age-old question that still puzzles people today – who did move the Egg?

Publicity material will be available shortly and we want to spread the word far and wide to attract as many children and families as possible, so mark it on the calendar now!   This is a great opportunity to use our beautiful building for Christian witness outside of our regular worship and if successful it could be a regular event.


                                       Richard Gledhill

EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI

DON’T JUST PAY ABOUT IT

Jesus, we are told in St John’s Gospel changed water into wine at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  In that case, why did he not prevent the earthquake from happening in Haiti?
The terrible and recent earthquake in Haiti has all-but eliminated every other news headline.  Those appalling images reaching us from the island of Hispaniola, of carnage, suffering, cruel-incompetence and death on a massive scale, leave little space for a sermon on the miracle of water into wine.  

The Gospel of John records that as a result of the miracle, “the disciples believed in him”.  Of course, sceptics might say Jesus had performed a party trick, albeit a spectacular one.  But if it was just a trick, there were some pretty strange elements to it.  Magicians revel in the bafflement of their audience, whereas Jesus doesn’t tell anyone what he has done.

But perhaps it is no wonder Jesus keeps his miracle quiet.  Once again, this miracle has shocking symbolic power.  What Jesus did, revealed even more explicitly who he believed he was.  John’s Gospel makes a special point of mentioning that the water jars were overflowing with a superabundance of new wine.  The miracle had produced huge amounts, in fact it has been calculated at something close to 120 gallons.

But this superabundance had a symbolic meaning.  The disciples would have been familiar with the Jewish prophecies, which described a time in which there would be plentiful food for everyone and an end to illness and impurities.  It was the time they’d all been waiting for, when the rule of Satan would be replaced by the rule of God.  It would be nothing short of a return to Eden.  And it was clear from the Jewish scriptures and the Dead Sea scrolls that only one person would usher in this new age of plenty. It would be God himself.

Turning water into wine; walking on water; exorcising demons – these were all the actions of a man by now certain of his identity.  Much more than that, they were acts that first century Jews expected only God to perform.

The media has tried hard to make an issue out of what one might loosely call the "God question" in relation to the recent earthquake disaster in Haiti.  Journalists have rung round looking for quotes, articles have been commissioned, radio and television interviews set up, all to satisfy the media's brief and facile fascination with the challenge to religious belief that it thinks the disaster ought to represent. 

In my 39 years covering these subjects as a priest, journalists and churchmen always seemed to me to come from opposite ends of the personality spectrum.  They are very different types, and they think different things matter.  Journalists deal with what looks different today from yesterday.  That's what news is.  Religious thinkers are interested in much slower and deeper processes, usually not visible from the outside at all.  News editors think in hours and days, while the Vatican, it is said, thinks in centuries.  And the gap of mutual incomprehension between journalists and religious leaders seems to be getting wider.  In the recent case of the earthquake, journalists failed to recognise, for instance, that ministers of religion are dealing with human grief and suffering all the time - preaching, praying, helping others to cope.  They would not have got far into their careers before they would have had to conduct a funeral for a child struck down by a road accident or some dreadful disease, and they would have had to comfort the grieving family before and afterwards.  So the sudden confrontation with nature at its most destructive, as in the recent earthquake, does not pose new questions for them.  

If they are Christian ministers, furthermore, they have the awesome mystery of Christ's suffering and death constantly before them.  This stands at the heart of what they do and is the source of all their wisdom. 

It is as if the very secular-minded journalistic profession has suddenly thought of something - ie the challenge that suffering presents to religious faith - that religious believers have lived with all their lives.  A subject about which whole libraries of books have been written, yet where words alone can never say enough.  Rather than a 30 second search for easy answers in a TV studio or a telephone chat with a reporter, it would be more enlightening to spend 30 minutes listening, say, to Fauré's or Mozart's great Requiems.  The beginning of an understanding of this great mystery lies hidden in the liturgy of the Mass for the Dead as well as in these musical settings, some of the finest things ever created.  And one is bound then to notice that the great entreaty to God at the heart of them is not a demand for an easy explanation, but an eloquent and heartfelt plea for mercy and peace.  Grant them eternal rest, O Lord.  And that ought to tell us where, in the midst of great grief and sorrow, the real human need arises. 

We have the opportunity, I would say “the privilege” of supporting the Earthquake Relief Appeal Fund and we ought do so.  However, we have in addition, another gift to send with our money and aid, the precious gift of prayer, from a loving and compassionate heart.

The Vicar
